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Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


♦ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Southowram 
Urban  District  Council. 

- ♦ — - - 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  i8g8. 

The  main  feature  of  the  year  was  the  outbreak  of  Scarlatina 
in  the  month  of  November,  which  necessitated  the  closure  of  Brookfoot 
Board  School.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  somewhat  above  the 
average  of  the  previous  ten  years,  viz  : — 19*7  as  against  17*7. 

The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District  is  being  brought  year 
by  year  more  into  line  with  modern  requirements,  and  is  generally 

satisfactory. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Aspinall  I  am  again  in  a 
position  to  add  a  table  of  Rainfall  during  the  year. 

I  beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  Servant, 

B.  E.  I.  EDWARDS,  M.B.  &  C  M. 

F.R.I.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Acreage. — At  the  census  of  1891  the  area  of  the  Board’s 
district  was  1,825  acres. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  census  of  1891  was  3,058, 
consisting  of  1,596  males  and  1,462  females.  The  number  of  inhabited 
houses  was  622,  while  59  were  uninhabited.  The  population  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  1898,  and  wBich  forms  the  basis  of  the  following  calcu¬ 
lations,  is  3,143. 

Births. — The  births  during  the  year  number  76,  composed  of 
39  males  and  37  females,  being  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  24*18 
per  thousand,  as  compared  with  22*40  last  year,  and  an  average  for  the 
previous  five  years  of  21*41. 


Deaths. — The  deaths  number  64.  Of  these  2  were  non-resi¬ 
dents  ;  one  being  a  case  of  drowning  reported  to  the  Coroner,  and  the 
other  an  inmate  of  the  Shibden  Industrial  School.  Of  the  62  Residen¬ 
tial  Deaths,  34  were  males  and  28  females  being  equivalent  to  an  annual 
rate  of  19*72  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  16*64  year,  and  an 
average  for  the  preceding  five  years  of  17*44.  The  Death  Rate  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period  being  17*6. 


Table  E,  which  gives  among  other  information  the  death  rates 
for  each  month  of  the  year  shews  that  the  bulk  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  infants,  and  during  the  middle  years  of  life,  from  25  to  65  ;  the  per¬ 
centage  being  57*36  of  the  total  deaths. 


Respiratory  Diseases  account  for  14*7  per  cent.,  phthisis  for 
13*1  per  cent.,  and  Infectious  Diseases  for  11*4  per  cent.,  an  unusually 
large  figure. 


Eleven  deaths  were  reported  to  the  Coroner,  and  one  was 
uncertified, 


The  Infant  Mortality  is  224  as  compared  with  161  in  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Nineteen  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified,  of 
which  an  analysis  will  be  found  in  Table  G. 


During  the  month  of  November,  cases  occurred  so  rapidly, 
principally  in  families  whose  children  attended  the  Brookfoot  Board 
School,  that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  this  school  for  a  fort¬ 
night  and  have  it  thoroughly  cleansed.  Although  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  exactly  how  the  outbreak  originated,  there  is  no  doubt  this 
School  served  as  the  principal  means  for  its  dissemination. 


The  lower  portion  of  the  School  is  very  damp,  and  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Conveniences  attached  to  it  are  by  no  means  above  suspicion. 

FOODS  AND  DRUGS. 

Two  Samples  of  Milk  were  taken,  and  reported  on  favourably 
by  the  County  Analyst. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  coming  under  the 
above  Act  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  good  sanitary  con¬ 
dition. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 
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C.  X898. 


SOUTHROWRA.M  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH,  B.  E.  I.  EDWARDS. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  R.  NICHOLE. 


WATER  SUPPLY— 

Quality,  Good.  Action  on  Lead,  Slight. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1898  ?  None. 
Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ?  None. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1898  ?  None. 


SCAVENGING— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by  Con¬ 
tractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants  ?  Tenants. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Part  3  ;  adopted, 
1897. 

Infectious  Disease  (Ppevention)  Act,  1890.  No. 

What  was  the  amount  paid  to  practitioners  under  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Notification)  Act  during  1898  ?  £1  o  o. 


BY-LAWS— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1898  ?  No. 
Are  they  properly  enforced  ?  ) 

Any  deffciency  ?  i 


Under  Revision. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— Brighouse  Joint  Hospital. 
DWELLINGS— 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1898  ?  None. 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?  None.  Overcrowding  ?  Nona. 
Overcrowding  of  houses  on  avea  ?  None. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890  ?  No. 


METEOROLOGY — Rainfall  28*74  inches. 

GEOLOG  Y — Nature  of  Soil,  Sandy.  Snbsoil,  Sandstone. 
MISCELLANEOUS— 

Is  House-to-house  Inspection  systematically  made  ?  Yes. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1897,  close  of 

1898,  None.  Reported  during  1898,  33.  Abated  during 
1898,  34. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  othar  Legal  Proceedings,  None. 

No. of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1898,  18. 

,,  ,,  trapped  ,,  18. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  during  1898,  6.  Kinds,  Privy  Mid¬ 
dens. 

Any  diseases  peculiarly  endemic  in  the  district  ?  No. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  kinds 
during  1898  ?  3. 

Any  information  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tabes  Mesen- 
terica  ?  None. 

Vaccination — General  efficiency,  no  information. 
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What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 

MATTERS  ? 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food,  None.  Prosecutions,  None. 

Samples  under  Sale  cf  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  2  taken.  Prose¬ 
cutions,  None. 

River  Pollution,  None.  Smoke  Abatement,  None. 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  Result  of  Inspection 
Satisfactory. 

Schools — No.  in  District,  2.  No.  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks 
of  nisease,  i.  Total  duration  of  closure  from  the  cause, 
2  weeks. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District,  3.  Any  need  for  extension  ? 
No. 


BIRTHS — Males,  39  ;  Females,  37  ;  Total,  76. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above.  Unknown. 
Any  information  as  to  Still  Birth,  None. 

DEATHS — Males,  36  ;  Females,  28  ;  Total  64. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above,  i. 


Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  : — 

25  Ashpits  still  uncovered  require  attention. 


RATEABLE 

Value  upon  which  the  General  Distric 

b  Rate  is  Assessed. 

Rate  in 

VALUE 
as  stated  in 
Valuation  List 

Full  Rateable  Value 
(Houses,  etc.) 

One-fourth  Rateable 
Value  (Land,  etc.) 

Two-thirds  Rateable 
Value 

(where  owner  is 
assessed). 

the 

£ 

1897. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

£11,918  5s.  Od. 

£8,166  10s.  Od. 

£937  18s.  9d. 

2s.  6d. 
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TABLE  (E)  Monthly  Table  of  Births  and  Deaths,  etc.,  1898. 
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(F)  Table  Shewing  Deaths  Registered  from  all  Causes 

During  the  Year  1898. 


DISEASES. 

AGES. 
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I.  Zymotic  Discaseis  . 
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1.  Smallpox  . 

2 ,  IVT P)iai,'=!fl  os  . 
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3.  Scarlatina  . 

4.  Wliooninp’  Coimh  . 

2 
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Ft  DintitViorin.  n.nrl  Oronn  . 

6.  Tvnlioid  Fovor  . 

T)i2^  rrlirpf^.  T^v.^^pn+pirv  . 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

... 

II.  Parasitic  Diseases  (Worms,  Thrush,  &c.) 

III.  Dietio  Diseases  (Starvation,  Scurvy, 

D.T.’s  &c.)  . . 

... 

IV.  Constitutional  Diseases  . 

1.  Rheumatic  Fever  . 

1 

... 

2.  Rheumatism  . 

3.  Gout  . 

... 

4.  Rickets  . 

5.  Cancer  . 

1 

3 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

6.  Phthisis  . 

1 

2 

2 

7.  Other  Forms  of  Scrofula  . 

8.  Other  ConstitutlioiLal  Diseases  . 

V.  Developmental  Diseases  (Prem.  Birth,  Old 
Age,  &c.)  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

V^I.  Local  Diseases  . 

1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  . 

... 

1 

... 

2.  ,,  ,,  Organs  of  Special  Sense. 

3.  ,,  ,,  Circulatory  System . 

4.  ,,  ,,  Respiratory  System  . 

5.  ,,  „  Digestive  System . 

1 

... 

2 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

5 

2 

6.  ,,  ,,  Lymphatic  System  . 

7.  ,,  ,,  Gland-like  Organs  . 

3.  ,,  ,,  Urinary  System  . 

9-  5,  ,,  Reproductive  System . 

(a.)  Organs  of  Generation  . 

1 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

1  (6.)  Diseases  of  Parturition  . 

10.  Diseases  of  Bones  and  Joints  . 

11-  ,,  ,,  Integumentary  System... 

VII.  Violence  . 

... 

1.  Acaidjent  . 

3 

•  f 

1 

•  • 

1 

2.  Homicide  . 

3.  Suicide  . 

VIII.  Ill  Defined  and  not  Specified  Causes... 
(a)  Convulsions  . 

2 

3 

*  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•• 

... 

— 

— 
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(G)  Table  of  Reported  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Date. 

No. 

of 

Case 

Disease. 

Result. 

Remarks  on  Condition  of 
Premises,  &c. 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

OR  NOT. 

Aug. 

23 

1 

Erysipelas 

R*iovery 

Good 

No. 

Oct. 

2 

Typhoid  Fevor 

9  9 

Drains  block  in  wet  weather 

Ye3. 

Nov. 

2 

3 

Scarlatina 

”  { 

Uncovered  Privy  Midden — 
Water  Supply  from  well 

Yes. 

Dec. 

8 

3a 

Death  | 

Uncovered  Privy  Midden  — 
VVater  Sudply  from  well 

Yes. 

Nov. 

7 

4 

y  9 

Recovery 

Good 

Yes, 

Nov. 

7 

5 

99 

9  9 

Uncovered  Midden.  Well. 

Yes. 

Nov. 

7 

6 

9  9 

9 

9  9 

Yes. 

Nov. 

9 

7 

9  9 

9 

Fairly  good  Water  Supply  well 

Yes. 

Nov, 

12 

7a 

99 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 

Yes. 

Nov. 

21 

7b 

99 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 

Yes. 

Nov. 

22 

7c 

99 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 

Yes. 

Nov. 

14 

8 

Typhoid  Fever 

9  9 

Good 

No. 

Nov. 

16 

9 

Scarlatina 

Death 

9  9  9  9 

Yes. 

Nov. 

18 

10 

5  9 

Recovery 

S  »  99 

No. 

Dec. 

6 

11 

99 

)  9 

9  9  9  9 

Yes. 

Dec. 

18 

12 

99 

9  9 

Uncovered  Midden.  Well. 

No. 

Dec. 

30 

12a 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 

No. 

Dec. 

28 

13 

9  9 

t  9 

Good 

Yes. 

Dec. 

29 

14 

Typhoid  Fever 

9  9 

Untrapped  Sink  Waste 

No. 

Several  Cases  oceuring  in  one  house  are  noted  by  the  same  number 

with  a  etter  attached. 
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TABLE  (H)  —  RAINFALL  in  189S,  at  Hall  Ings, 
SouTHOWRAM,  in  the  County  of  York. 

Rain  Giiage — Diameter  of  Funnel,  5  in.  ;  Heighth  of  Top  above 
Ground,  7  in.  ;  above  Sea  Level,  750  feet. 


i 

Month. 

Total  Depth. 

Greatest  Fall  in 

24  hours. 

1 

1 

Number  of 
Days  on 
which  •Ol  in. 
or  more  fell. 

1 

Inches.  ! 

Depth. 

Date. 

January  . 

1'69 

•38 

5 

13 

February..! 

2  45 

1 

•47 

28 

17 

March 

1-24 

•29  1 

1 

13 

April 

2-75 

1 

•74 

11 

14 

May 

2-59 

•37 

19 

19 

June 

2  70 

109 

26 

16 

July 

1-18 

•41 

22 

12 

August  ... 

361 

‘63 

3 

17 

September 

•43 

•22 

29 

8 

October  ... 

;  4-28 

•90 

16 

19 

November 

2-46 

•73 

22 

17 

December  . 

3  36 

i  *74 

i  26 

i 

21 

Total 

28-74 

] 

1 

1  186 

. 

The  Rainfall  for  1898  has  been  3-62  ins.  below  the  average  for  the 
preceding  eight  years. 

The  maximum  shade  temperature  of  the  year  was  88  on  Aug.  12th 
and  Sep.  4th  and  7th. 

The  minimum  shade  temperature  of  the  year  was  23  on  Feb.  21st. 

An  inch  of  rain  means  a  gallon  of  water  spread  over  a  surface  of 
nearly  two  square  feet,  or  a  little  over  100  tons  upon  an  acre. 


GEORGE  E.  ASPINALL. 
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SOUTHOWRAM  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year 

ending  December  31st,  1898. 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

RESULTS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Order  issued  for  Sanitary  amendments  of  houses  and  premises  ...  nil 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Houses,  premises,  &c.  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Repaired,  cleansed,  &c....  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  14 

Trapped  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

PRIVIES  AND  WATER  CLOSETS. 

Repaired,  cleansed,  &c....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

New  provided  .  6 

ASH  PITS. 

Repaired  and  covered  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  provided  ...  ...  .  .  5 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


STREETS  DRAINED. 

Names  and  number  connected  to  new  drainage,  i 
Square 


house,  St.  Peter’s 


I 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  lodging-houses  registered  under  35  clause  of  Sanitary 


Act,  1866  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Removal  of  accumulation  of  dung,  stagnant  water,  animal  or  other 

r^^fus^^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  licensed  slaughter-houses  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  nil 

Other  proceedings,  e.  g.,  legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Number  of  Nuisances  left  unabated,  ending  1897  ...  ...  ...  i 

,,  ,,  abated,  during  1898  ...  ...  ...  34 

,,  ,,  unabated,  ending  1898  ...  ...  ...  nil 


(Signed)  R.  NICHOLL, 

Nuisance  Inspector  to  Urban  District  Council, 

Southowram. 


